«By che King. 


million with-Inſtructions,and Diener: gr anted by His Maicſtic tothe Maſter 
000 . of the Court of Wards and Liueries, for compounding e Lioke? and Lunaticks; 
Lund giuen vnder His Highnes great Seale of England, be 2:3 of February 1617. 


rw AMES bythegrace of Gov King of En land Scotland, France and treland, Defender of the Faith, &. 
right 8021 gr hol 8 William Lord Knollys, is 9 = .ToOur 
Our Court of Wards and Liueries, And to Our truſty and welbeloued the Counſell of e lame Court, 
And to the Maſter and Coottiofde ſaid Court for the time being, Greeting. Wurnzas it doth appeare 
by comon experience, inthe courſe which hath bin held, ſithence the firſt erection of Our Court of Wards 
and Liueries, That partly by the ſlackenes of the friends of the Wards vpon the deceaſe of the p | 
i& Anceſtors, Who haue forborne to offer timely Compoſition, ſometimes with opinion that no nr 
be found for Vs, and ſometimes with purpoſe to ſuppreſſe the ſame, and partly by the ſuite of other men, 
=, the Cuſtody of the bodies and lands of Our Wards — eee ng to fach perſons, ſome forone 
reſpect, ſome for another, as (notwithſtanding the care and prouidenet of you the Maſter and Contents” 
SES Our Court, to binde them in great Bonds and Couenants for the well educating of the Childre 
ur inberitance ) haue bene careleſſe of their ee married ſome in meane places, committed waſts and ſpoiles vpon 
. = aun the end haue exacted greater ſummes of money, for the marriages of fuch Wards, then they ought Ws evo 5 
We 55 . any their disburſements whatſoeuer for paſsing or procuring the fame. „ 1 
allo We haue bene informed by you the Maſter of the ſaid Court, Gaby reaſon ofthe great difficulties that haue bene 5 3 
urt,vpon ſight of Offices, and Surueyes onely, to ſer downe Conipoſiionsfor Wardſhips and Leaſes of Wards lands 
a moderation betweene Vs, and Our Subiects, as were iuſt and reaſonable; and that through want ofducinforma- © © 
t much of the profit that might haue bene raiſed for Vs, hath bene diuerted to diuers Sutors and Committees, who b;; 
be truet! hot the Wards eſtate, and by miſinforming of the Court therein, haue reaped greater profit, then was intended, if yx 
ry meanes haue come by the knowledge of their values; fo as, both Wee haue receiued leſſe then otherwiſe! Ve ſhould ' © 
the Wardes found little eaſe in many caſes. EL. 4 ol 
75 che preuenting of theſe and the like inconueniences, and to the end that Our louing Subiekts age (ured, That 
uh ng more, then that their children andtheir lands that ſhalfallvnto Vs by reaſon of Vardtſhips;, alter their deceale, 
. th cir neereſt and truſtieſt friends, or to ſuch as they by V Vil,or otherwiſe, ſhall commit the charge vnto, vpon ſuch va. 
08,48 re iuſt and reaſonable: And to the intent that the ebe ee ee ue may depart in g Ta ter peace, in hope o ; 
ous favour ; and their friends may ſee their children n pietie e and le en Im ny take ſuch care as is fir for 
jon o ofthe inbemtance,ifthey will ſeeke the ſame in time ani 
ite vou, the Maſter and Councell of Our ſaid C . — ar Maſter Connector 
g and cor nmicting of the Cuſtody of the bodiesand Lands of ſuch our Wards, whoſe Ant 3 Thi hn ed fin 
0 * ws die from and after the date of theſe preſents, andofluc demand Lunacies andthe ſtares, es, as ſhall tall v 
An, you ft | citly and carefully obſerue theſe Our Direction following, | 3 


T. That no Graunt or promiſe be made of ihe cuſtody of thel 
i vntill the end of one monerh next after the death of the A 
= ofthe Anceſtour, or other perſons nominated by the | 
tors for the ſame, among whom choice may be made of the beſtand ficeſt 
50 you ſhalldoeby your beſt endeuours to informe your ſelfeas rticular 
ructh of the Wards eſtate. alwell of his inheritance, as of his goods and chatteſs, 
lot * circumſtances conſiderable, to the end the compoſitions may be ſuch, as m oth with Our 
= ie of the heires eſtate. VVV 
tes and compoſitions for Wardſhips of the bodies, and Leaſes of Lands, bend y the Maſter of the faid Co 
re authorized by Statute in that behalfe. Neuertheleſſe, the Surueyourof the Liueries, the Atturneyo 
: Kours,orany foure ofthem without the Maſter, may treat with any to bring the ſaid V Vardihips and Leaſes 
un ell Chamber ofthe Court of Fn and acquaint che Maſter chere wich, in whoſe po ver it : a b 5 o allo 
- C01 ws to the ſaid Statute. FFF) 
* of the body or land ſhalbe giuen or granted to any perſon, or at his luite, in way —— eco orbe enely fit, but the 
all be offered, halbe taken to Our vie; 4 alwayes as the neereſt and truſtieſt friends, or ther >erſon — omina 
dey EN mei in time conuenient, as aforeſaid, and making fit offer fot it) bepreferred, an dcon onſideration h 
| i, and of all due circumftarces conſiderable in ſuch caſes. „ 
Wards Lands be made witkout Fine, forthe beſt improoucd yeerely Rent chat ſhall be offered, onſiderat 
TC Tavr tions , as aforeſaid. | 
c Woods, and Fines of Copy-holds of Abenses, be alſo reaſonably ralued and demiſed TORO 
0 deefaid; with prouiſion for fellable Woods. That the Leſſees ſell them by ſit portions 
5 holds for Liucs, bee made and raiſed to Our vſe, when and asoffen as the Court al Uthinke 
miſsioners to be ap inted by the Maſter and Councell of Our ſaid Court, which Commilzio 
lu uch Copy- holds to ene! and truely to anſwere vnto Vs into Our receipt of Our — auch i 
i” N ne, as by them ſhall haue beenereceiued, due conſideration being had of their paines and expences. 
tions for Compoſitions of Wardſhips ( and Leaſes * bee preſented and ordered at the Councell Cha 
cr ſeucrall ſittings for the Wards. 3 
uch Petition doc expreſſe the ſeuerall Counties wherein the Anceſtor died ſeized of Lands. 2 
and ſumme agreed vpon by the Commiſsioners for the Compoſition of any Ward (or Leaſe) doe bete 
e neither in 0 Fine nor Rent. Cas 
e be found within the yere aftet the death of the Anceſtor againſt Vs, or a meane tenure of vs, ( | being r Knig eli 
d within age, vntill the Feodary or Eſcheator doe firſt acquaint the Court for further directions therein ( which 
with all convenient expedition.) 
ey Committee (and Leſſee) but 1 1 121 of euery Committee (er Leſſee) ſhall take the Oath, 


Committee (an ſhall be ſworne, — taketh it to his owne ve, ortorhe vie * 
hey may be rte Oath, 6 | 


2 diſe bee taken of the „ — cake the Oathi in he Countrey , a & that the Oath may der r 

litrees ( Leſſees ) and Aſsignees and the parties committing truſt to any other. | 
oe ep and Eſcheator before the third returne of euery Tearme, ſhall certifie into the Courta note of all flices + 
ext before, and whether a Tenure bee found for Vs in Capite, or by Knights 3 and the names of the Ance - 


ht 


ae taken by thoſe that are Committees or Leſſees vpon neglect, in her verbe. 


